2684

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS, VOL. 14, NO. 5, MAY 2015

Channel Estimation and Optimal Training Design
for Correlated MIMO Two-Way Relay
Systems in Colored Environment

Rui Wang, Member, IEEE, Meixia Tao, Senior Member, IEEE,
Hani Mehrpouyan, Member, IEEE, and Yingbo Hua, Fellow, IEEE

Abstract—In this paper, while considering the impact of the an-
tenna correlation and the interference from neighboring users, we
analyze channel estimation and training sequence design for multi-
input multi-output (MIMO) two-way relay systems. To this end,
we propose to decompose the bidirectional transmission links into
two phases, i.e., the multiple access (MAC) phase and the broad-
cast (BC) phase. By considering the Kronecker-structured channel
model, we derive the optimal linear minimum mean-square-error
(LMMSE) channel estimators. The corresponding training designs
for the MAC phase and the BC phase are then formulated and
solved to improve channel estimation accuracy. For the general
scenario of the training sequence design for both phases, two
iterative training design algorithms are proposed that are verified
to produce training sequences achieving near optimal channel es-
timation performance. Furthermore, for specific practical scenar-
ios, where the covariance matrices of the channel or disturbances
are of particular structures, the optimal training sequence design
guidelines are obtained. The minimum required training lengths
for channel estimation in both the MAC phase and the BC phase
are also analyzed. Comprehensive simulations are carried out to
demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed training designs.

Index Terms—MIMO, two-way relaying, channel estimation,
linear minimum mean-square-error, convex optimization.

I. INTRODUCTION

ELAY assisted cooperative communication has been
regarded as one of the most promising techniques in
combating long distance channel fading in complex wireless
communication systems. One popular example is one-way re-
laying, which has been well studied in the past decade [2], [3].
Although one-way relaying shows great potential in reducing
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power consumption, enhancing reliability, and extending cov-
erage, it suffers from low spectral efficiency due to the half-
duplex nature of the network. To overcome this disadvantage,
by using the idea of network coding, two-way relaying (TWR)
has been proposed and has received great attention recently. In
fact, TWR can maintain the advantages of traditional relaying
while doubling spectral efficiency.

The improvement in spectral efficiency in TWR is achieved
by applying self-interference cancelation at each source node
and extracting the desired information from the received
network-coded messages. In this case, the accuracy of the self-
interference cancelation process significantly affects the perfor-
mance of TWR systems. Moreover, when using the popular
amplify-and-forward (AF) relaying strategy, the accuracy of
self-interference cancelation process heavily depends on the
precision of the channel estimation. Thus, obtaining highly
accurate channel state information (CSI) becomes more impor-
tant in TWR systems compared to traditional one-way relaying
systems. In fact, devising new channel estimation schemes
for TWR systems has received great attention recently. For
example, in [4], the authors propose to estimate the cascaded
channel of TWR systems under the AF relaying strategy. By
using multiple phase shift keying (M-PSK) training symbols,
blind and partially-blind channel estimators are investigated in
[5], [6]. Different from [4]-[6], where flat fading channels are
assumed, the authors in [7] investigate time varying channel
estimation via a new complex-exponential basis expansion
model. Moreover, in [8], [9], the channel estimation for TWR
is extended to the scenario of orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM) systems.

It is worth noting that the works summarized above are
concerned with single-antenna TWR systems. As expected,
the multi-antenna or multi-input multi-output (MIMO) tech-
nique can be introduced into TWR systems to further improve
transmission reliability and bandwidth efficiency. One efficient
way to realize such performance improvement is to exploit the
estimated CSI for the application of source and relay precoding
[10], [11]. Therefore, in MIMO TWR systems, in addition
to affecting the performance of self-interference cancelation,
inaccurate channel estimation also imposes a negative effect on
the precoder design.

Fig. 1 depicts a MIMO TWR setup. Let us denote the process
of data transmission from the source nodes to the relay and the
relay to the source nodes as multiple access (MAC) phase and
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Fig. 1. An illustration of MIMO two-way relay system. (a) 1-st time slot
(MAC phase); (b) 2-nd time slot (BC phase).

broadcast (BC) phase, respectively. In [12], the authors propose
a MIMO channel estimator that uses the self-interference as a
training sequence to estimate the channel matrices correspond-
ing to the BC phase. In [13], the performances of different
channel estimators, including individual and cascaded channel
estimators, are compared based on the least squares (LS) crite-
rion. In [14], an LS estimator is used to obtain the cascaded
channel matrices corresponding to the BC and MAC phases
using a single carrier cyclic prefix. Note that in the contributions
of [12]-[14], the channel statistics of random channel matrices,
whether cascaded channels or individual channels, are assumed
to be unknown. Based on the estimation theory, if channel
statistics are known, the channel estimation can be conducted
under the Bayesian framework and the estimation accuracy
can be further enhanced. Hence, by taking these statistics into
account, we seek to improve upon the channel estimators in
[12]-[14].

Very recently, the authors in [15], [16] independently in-
vestigate the minimum mean-square-error (MMSE) channel
estimation for TWR systems based on a correlated Gaussian
MIMO channel model. In particular, in [15], the cascaded
channel matrices for AF TWR systems are estimated and the
training sequences at the two source nodes are optimized to
minimize the total channel estimation MSE. Different from
[15], the authors in [16] aim to estimate the individual channel
matrices for each link. To reach this goal, two different esti-
mation schemes, i.e., a superimposed channel training scheme
and a two-stage channel estimation scheme, are proposed. In
addition, the training sequences at the two source nodes, as well
as, at the relay node are jointly optimized to improve channel
estimation accuracy.

In this paper, similar to [1], [12]-[16], while assuming that
the channel statistics are known, we analyze and devise channel
estimators for correlated MIMO TWR systems. Specifically,
we consider the Kronecker-structured channel model, such that
the individual channel matrices can be estimated based on the
Bayesian framework. However, unlike [15], [16], we also take
into account the interference from the nearby users. Thus, in
this model, the disturbance at each of the source nodes or at
the relay node consists of both noise and interference. Note that
the considered colored estimation environment may be more
practical for applications in today’s more densely deployed
wireless networks. Although channel estimation in point-to-
point MIMO systems in colored environments has been studied
in [17], [18], to the best of our knowledge, this topic has not
been addressed in the TWR scenario.
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To enhance TWR performance, we seek to estimate the
individual channel matrices corresponding to the source-to-
relay link and the relay-to-source link, see Fig. 1. To this end,
a new two-phase estimation scheme is proposed, where the
bidirectional transmission of a TWR system is decomposed into
the MAC phase and the BC phase. For the MAC and BC phases,
the channel estimations are performed at the relay node and
at the two source nodes, respectively. The proposed estimation
scheme is different from the ones in [15], [16], where the
channel estimation is assumed to only be conducted at the
source nodes. As such, our proposed estimation scheme can
more efficiently support precoding at the relay since it requires
significantly less feedback overhead [10], [19], [20]. Based
on the proposed estimation scheme, we derive the optimal
linear MMSE (LMMSE) estimator for each phase. Next, the
corresponding training design problems are formulated with the
aim of minimizing the total MSE of channel estimation process
for each phase. The training design problem considered here
is different from that of [15], [16], since we take into account
the effect of colored disturbances caused by interference at
the relay node and at the source nodes. Moreover, the training
design scenarios for point-to-point systems in [17], [18] are
different from the scenario under consideration in this paper,
since our proposed training sequence design is optimized to
simultaneously enhance channel estimation accuracy over both
links in the BC phase and in the MAC phase. Although, for
the general scenario, it is difficult to derive the optimal training
sequence structures as in [15]-[18], we propose two iterative
design algorithms to solve the training design problems. These
algorithms are verified to converge quickly to the near optimal
solution and to not be sensitive to the initialization process.
For some special cases, where the covariance matrices of the
channels or disturbances have specific forms, two specific ap-
proaches are applied to obtain the optimal training sequences:
1) the original problem is converted into a standard convex
optimization problem; 2) the optimal structures of the training
sequences are first derived and then used to reduce the original
non-convex problem into a simple power allocation problem.
Finally, to reduce training overhead, the minimum required
training lengths for channel estimation in both the MAC and
BC phases are analyzed. Extensive simulations are carried out
to support the findings of the paper.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section II,
we present the system model. The LMMSE estimators for
both the MAC and BC phases are derived in Section III. The
training designs for the MAC and BC phases are analyzed in
Section IV and V, respectively. Simulation results are provided
in Section VI. We conclude the paper in Section VII.

Notations: ‘E(-) denotes the expectation operator. ® denotes
the Kronecker operator. vec(-) signifies the matrix vectorization
operator. Superscripts A7, A*, and A¥ denote the transpose,
conjugate, and conjugate transpose of matrix A, respectively.
Tr(A), A~!, det(A), and Rank(A) stand for the trace, inverse,
determinant, and rank of A, respectively. A(A) denotes a vector
containing eigenvalues of A. Blkdiag(A,A»,---,Ay) denotes
a block diagonal matrix constructed by matrices A;, for Vi.
Diag(a) denotes a diagonal matrix with a being its diagonal
entries. A(n : m,:) and A(:,n : m) denote the sub-matrices
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constructed by n to m rows and n to m columns of A, respec-
tively. ||A|% denotes the Frobenius norm of A. R(z) denotes the
real part of a complex variable z. The distribution of a circular
symmetric complex Gaussian vector with mean vector x and
covariance matrix ¥ is denoted by CA(x,X). C** denotes the
space of complex x x y matrices. SV and SIX denote the set of
symmetric N X N matrices and the set of positive semidefinite
N x N matrices, respectively. X <y denotes that the vector y
majorizes the vector x.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

Consider a TWR system, where sources S; and S, exchange
messages with one another through a relay R. S1, R, and $>
are assumed to be equipped with Ny, M, and N, antennas,
respectively. Channel matrices from S| and S5 to R are denoted
by H; and Hj, respectively, and channel matrices from R to S
and S, are denoted by G| and G, respectively.

Signal transmission within the TWR system is achieved in
two time slots. In the first phase, referred to as the MAC phase,
the source node S;, for i = 1,2, transmit their signals to the relay
node R, while in the second phase, referred to as the BC phase,
the relay node R forwards its combined received signal to the
two source nodes S; and S,. The proposed channel estimator
aims to obtain the individual channels of the two hops, i.e.,
{H,,H,,G,G,}, which is different from the cases studied
in [4], [15] to estimate the cascaded channel. This approach
facilitates the precoding design and/or the power allocation at
the relay node, which can further improve the overall system
performance [10], [11], [19], and [20].

Following the transmission in Fig. 1, we assume that H; and
H, are estimated in the MAC phase via the training signals
sent from the two sources, and G; and G, are estimated in
the BC phase via the training signal transmitted from the
relay. Moreover, the channels follow quasi-static fadings, i.e.,
the channel matrices {H;,H,,G|,G>} are random but stay
constant during the whole duration of transmission.

The received training signals at the relay node in the MAC
phase can be expressed as

yR(t):Hlsl(t)—&-stz(t)—i-nR(t), (1)

where s;(7) denotes the training signal at S; and ng(z) repre-
sents the correlated disturbance at R. ng(r) includes the total
background noise as well as the interference from adjacent
communication links, and is modeled as a stochastic process
with respect to the time variable 7 [17], [18], [21]. To estimate
the channel matrices at the relay, the sources typically need to
send a sequence of known training signals. Assuming training
sequences have a length of Lg, the received signal in (1) can be
written in a matrix from as

Yr =H;S; +H2Ss + Np, 2

A A
where Yr = [yr(1),¥&(2),--,¥&(Ls)], Si = [s1(1),81(2),-,
s1(Ls)] and Ng 2 [ng(1),ng(2), -, ng(Ls)]. Suppose that the
source node S; has a maximum power of T; during the channel

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS, VOL. 14, NO. 5, MAY 2015

estimation phase, the training sequence S; should fulfill the
following power constraint

Te(S;SH) <, i=1,2. 3)

Now we give the distributions of the channel matrices H;,

for i = 1,2, and the disturbance N in (2). We assume that

the channel matrices H;, for i = 1,2, follow the Kronecker-
structured model [15]-[18], [21] and are expressed as

H;=C.yWyCly, i=12 )

where indexes ‘¢’ and ‘r’ denote the ‘transmitter’ and ‘receiver’,
respectively; Wy, for i = 1,2, are assumed to be unknown
matrices, where their entries are modeled by C 9\[(0, 1); C.n
denotes the receive correlation matrix of both H; and H,;! and
C, u; denotes the transmit correlation matrix of H;. In (4), the
correlation amongst the channel parameters can be caused by
insufficient antenna spacing as verified by the measurements
in [22], [23]. Based on the channel model in (4), we have
vec(H;) ~ CAN(0,Zy;) with
Zi, = Zip, @ Loy, i=12, 5)

where Z; y, = Ct,HinH,- and Z,; = Cr,HCf_IH. Here, Z; y,, for
i = 1,2, denote the covariance matrices at the transmitter side,
and Z, g denotes the covariance matrix at the receiver side. We
assume that the correlation matrices C, g and C, p,, fori = 1,2,
are known in prior. This also implies that the channel covariance
matrices Z,y and Zy;, for i = 1,2, are known and are in turn
used for the training design in the MAC phase.

Regarding the disturbance Ng, we denote ng = vec(Ng) and
assume that ng is a random vector with mean 0 and Z(ngnf ) =
Kg. Moreover, Ky, is structured and modeled by [17], [18]

Kr =K, r @Kz, (6)

where K,z € CEs*Ls denotes the temporal covariance matrix;
K. r € CM*M denotes the receive spatial covariance matrix.
Moreover, the covariances of disturbance K, g and K. are also
known in prior. This further implies that K is known. K, g and
K, ¢ shall be utilized for the training design in what follows.
In the BC phase, the received training signals at the source
nodes are given by
yi(t) = Gisg(t) +mi(r), i=1,2 (N
where sg(#) denotes the training signal at the relay node and
n; (1) represents the correlated disturbance at the source node S;.
By rewriting (7) into the matrix form, we have
Yi=GiSg+N;, i=1.2, ®)
A A
where Y; = [yi(1),yi(2),---,¥i(Lg)l. Sk = [sr(1),s#(2),---,

se(Lz)] and N; 2 [m;(1),m;(2),---,n;(Lg) with Lg being the

'Here, H; and H, share a common receive correlation matrix as they
terminate at the relay node.



WANG et al.: CORRELATED MIMO TWO-WAY RELAY SYSTEMS IN COLORED ENVIRONMENT

training sequence length at the relay. The following condition
must be met to satisfy the power constraint at the relay node

TI‘(SRSg) S TR- (9)

In (9), T denotes the maximum power at the relay node during
the training phase.

Similar to the MAC phase, the channel matrices in the BC
phase also follow the Kronecker-structured model, i.e.,

Gi=C,gWeCls =12, (10)

where W, for i = 1,2, are unknown matrices in which the
entries are modeled by CA((0,1); C; denotes the transmit
correlation matrix of both G; and G;;2 and C,.c, denotes
the receive correlation matrix of G;. We also assume that the
correlation matrices C; g and C,g,, for i = 1,2, are known in
prior and will be used for the training sequence design in the
BC phase. Based on (10), we then have vec(G;) ~ CN(0,Zg,)
with
ZG,’ :ZZ‘,G®Z1‘,G“ i= 1727 (11)

where Z; 6 = Ct,GC,HG and Z,g, = Cr,GinIGi.

As in (6), we denote n; = vec(N;), for i= 1,2, and assume
that m; is a random vector with mean 0 and Z(n;nf') = K; with
K; having a structure of

Ki =K, ®K,; € StxNibe =12, (12)
where K, ; € CLr*Ir for i = 1,2, denote the temporal covari-
ance matrices and K,.; € CNixNi for i = 1,2, denote the received
spatial covariance matrices. Also, we assume that the statistics
of K, ; and K ;, for i = 1,2, are known in prior.

Other assumptions made throughout this paper are listed
as follows. We assume that K,.;, K,>, and K, share the
same eigenvectors with Z,¢,, Z,g, and Z, y, respectively. This
assumption models the following scenarios as summarized in
[18], [21]: 1) Additive noise-limited scenario, Kg = urlyg =
ILS Q@ urly and K; = /JiIN,-LR = ILR ®,u,~IN,., for i = 1,2, which
implies K, g = ugly and K,.; = p;Iy, with ug and y; being the
variances of the additive noises at the relay and the sources
S;, respectively; 2) Interference-limited scenario, K = Qg ®
Z.u, K; = Qg ®Z,g, with Qg and Qg;,, i = 1,2, denoting
the temporal covariances from nearby interfering users, which
implies K.z = Z,; and K,; = Z,,, for i = 1,2; 3) Addi-
tive noise and temporally uncorrelated interference scenario,
Kr = urlyrg + VRl @ Zry =11, @ (ugly +VRZy ) and K; =
Uy, +Vilp, ®Z, g, =11, ® (,uiIM +Vin,G[.), which implies
K,z = urly +VRrZ,y and K,; = yly, +ViZ,g,, for i = 1,2,
with v and v; being the powers of the interfering users at the
relay and at the source S;, respectively, ug and y; being the
variances of the additive noises at the relay and at the source S;,
respectively; 4) Additive noise and spatially uncorrelated inter-
ference scenario, Kz = /JRIMLS +Qr®Iy = (.URILS +QR> ® Iy,
Ki = uily, + Qg @ Iy, = (il + Qg,) ® Iy;, which implies
Kr,R = IM and Khi = INI', fori= 1,2.

Here, G; and G, share a common transmit correlation matrix as they begin
at the relay node.
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For ease of the following training designs, we give the
following definitions. The eigenvalue decomposition (EVD) of
2y, 2Ly, 2 G, and Z, g, are given by

Zap =UapZapUl,, (13)
where a € {r,t}, b € {H,H,H>,G,G1,G>}, U,y denotes the
unitary eigenvector matrix and X, is a diagonal matrix with
[Z4.6]nn = Oap » being the n-th eigenvalue of Z,, ;. Accordingly,
the singular value decomposition (SVD) of C,, is denoted by
Cup = Uu,szl/ b2 fJgI ,» With U, representing a unitary matrix.
The EVD of K, ; and K,; is denoted by

Koo =VapAap Vi, ac{rt},be{1,2,R}, (14)
where V,;, denotes the unitary eigenvector matrix, A, is a
diagonal matrix with [A, p],» = 84, being the n-th eigenvalue
of K, ;. As mentioned before, it is assumed that V.1 = U, g,,
Vr,2 = Ur.Gz and Vr,R = Ur,Ho

III. CHANNEL ESTIMATION FOR
Two-WAY RELAY SYSTEMS

Following the proposed estimation scheme in Section II, we
next obtain the channel estimates based on (2) and (8). For the
estimation during the MAC phase, we rewrite (2) as

Y& =CrtWi, Cl g, St + CrnWi, €y, S2 + Ng

:CrJr-IVVHCZ:HS-|—NR7 (15)

where Wy 2 [Wy, ,Wy,], C.ir 2 Blkdiag(C, 4,,Cp,). and
s2 [ST,ST)T. Vectorizing Yg in (15) and applying the identity

vec(ABC) = (CT ® A)vec(B), (16)
we can rewrite (15) into
Y& = (STCi .t ® Cry) Wh + g, (17)

where yr £} vec(Yg) and wy ES vec(Wp). The estimation of wy
based on the LMMSE criterion can be obtained as Wy = Tryg.
The estimation matrix Ty has the following form [24]

Tr = Ry Ry

YRYR'®

(18)

where Ry, = E(wyyh) =CH,8* @ CHy Ry 2 Eyayl) =
(STCrit @ Cor)(STCrir ® Cop)" + Kg = S7C, 5y Cl,S"
C.uCH, +Kg. With H 2 [H;,Hy], we define h £ vec(H) =
(Cr.u ®C,,H)WH where C,.; and C; i are defined in (4) and
(15), respectively.

Then, the resulting estimation error, or mean-square-error
(MSE), eg can be derived as

er =E(|h—h]j3)
=E (Tr [Con(Wh — Wa) (Wi — Wi )"'])

=E(Tr [Cou (Wi — Tryr) (Wr — Tryr)"]) (19)
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where Co £} CfHCLH ® CHyC,.py. Substituting Tx into (19)
and using the rule (I+AB)~! =1—A(I+BA)~'B, we obtain
the following more compact form for eg

er ="Tr [CO-,H (I—‘r (STCt,H ®Cr,H)HK1;1
x(STCuCn)) | @0)

During the BC phase, the channel estimation should be based
on the received signal in (8). By vectorizing Y; in (8), we have

vi= (SkCr®Crg) Wa, +mi, i=12 (D)

where y; £ vec(Y;) and wg, EX vec(Wg,). Similar to steps

above, the estimation MSE of g; with g; 2 vec(G;) can be
obtained as

ei =T (||lgi — &l]3)

=F (TI' [Cogi (WG,- - WG,)(WGi - WC;‘)H] )

=E(Tr[Cog, (W — Tiy:) (wu — Tiy)"]) (22)
where Cy g, 2 C,I{GC[,G ® CgG,-CnGi and
T, = Stwoiy,i)g;,i, i=1,2. (23)

In (23), EKWG,-yi = E(wgyH) = CfGS;? ® CfG,’ Ry =
E(yiyi') = (S/Cig ® Cp6)(SkCig ©@ Crg)” + Ki =
S,gChGCff'GS}*Q ® Cr,Gin,IG,- + K;. By substituting T; into (22),
we obtain

e ="Tr [CO,G,- (I+ (Slgctﬁ & Cr’(;,.)H K!

1

*($Co©C)) |- @4

IV. TRAINING SEQUENCE DESIGN FOR MAC PHASE

In this section, the design of the training sequences for the
MAC phase is analyzed. Namely, we shall optimize the training
sequences S; and S, subject to two source power constraints
to minimize the total estimation MSE, i.e., eg in (19). The
corresponding training sequence optimization problem can be
formulated as

min
S1.S,

S.t. TI'(S,'SZH) <7,

eR in (19)

i=1,2. (25)

Before solving (25), we first introduce the following lemma
that deals with the minimum length of S, Lg.

Lemma 1: For an arbitrary K, g, for the total MSE to tend
to zero as the power at each of source tends to infinity, the
minimum length of the source training sequence must be Ly =
Nj +N,. Otherwise, when Lg < N + N, the total MSE is lower
bounded by M., Gppu SN2 1y Where gy s the
n-th element of MZ,.r) with Z; i = Blkdiag(Z; p,,Z; 1, ) as the
power at each of source tends to infinity.
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For K, g = ¢l and with finite power at the source nodes, the
minimum length of the training sequences transmitted from the
source nodes must be r < Ny + N,. It is important to note that
r denotes the rank of the optimal solution of S € CNi+N2)xLs
where Lg is an arbitrary integer satisfying Lg > Nj +N in (25).

Proof: See Appendix A.

Next, we seek to solve the non-convex optimization problem
in (25) with respect to S; and S,. Although the objective
function in (25) has a similar form to that of point-to-point
systems, there are two power constraints in (25) that make the
problem of solving this non-convex optimization problem more
difficult than that of point-to-point systems in [17] and [18].
To proceed, we first note that eg in (20) can be obtained by
substituting (18) into (19). Thus, to make the problem tractable,
we propose an iterative algorithm, which decouples the primal
problem into two sub-problems such that we can solve each
of them in an alternating manner. Let us rewrite (20) into the
following form

er =E(Tr [Cou (Wi — Tryr) (W — Tryg)?])
Tt [CO,H —(STC w2 Cop) " THCH, — ConTk
x(S"C . ®Crar) +ConTr (S"Crt ® Crr)
X (STC,_H ® CnH)H T + Co,HTRKRTg] . (20)
Then, the optimization problem in (25) is equivalent to

min
Tr,S1,82

eg in (26)

st. Te(S;8H)y <, i=1,2. (27)

In the first subproblem, we intend to optimize the LMMSE
estimator matrix Tg for a given S; and S;. Since Tg is not
related to the the power constraint, the problem simplifies to
an unconstrained optimization problem given by

min eg in (26). (28)
Tr

Given that (28) is convex with respect to T, the optimal Tx can
be obtained as given in (18).

In the second subproblem, the training sequences S; and Sy
need to be optimized for a given Tg by solving the following
optimization problem

min egin (26)
S1.82

s.t.g Tr(S;8H) <t;,i=1,2. (29)
We next show that the optimization problem in (29) can be
transformed into a convex quadratically constrained quadratic

3We note that for an arbitrary K, r without a form of ¢I, it is difficult to
derive the minimum length of the training sequence with finite source powers
as it highly depends on the structure of K, g.
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programable (QCQP) problem [25]. To achieve this goal, we
first reformulate the last term in (26) as

Tr [ConTr (87 Con @ Cyn) (S Coiy @ Cor) " T

T [T Co g T(S” @ 1)

=

x(CruClly ® CryCliy ) (S* @ 1y)]

® vee(S@1Iy)" (TR ConTr® C},) vec(S@1y)

) $HEH (TH Co yTr © CT) Es,

where C,, éC,7HC5H®CnnyH, sévec(S), EéBlkdiag(E(l),

= = - 5= A = = - A

Ep),- - Eqg). Eg = E, E = [Eq;Ep):-Ew), Eg =

Blkdiag( e;,e;,--,€; ), and e = [0,0,---, 1 ,---,0T
i—th element

N|+N, elements
In (30), Eq. (a) is obtained by using the circular property
Tr{AB} = Tr{BA} and the matrix identity
(A®B)(C®D)=AC®BD, (31)
Eq. (b) is obtained by using the identity Tr(ABCD) =
vec(D)T (A @ CT)vec(B) and (A ®B) = A @ B, and Eq.
(¢) is obtained by using vec(S ® Iy) = Es. Similarly, the term
Tr[CO’HTR(STC,,H ® C,.p)] can be expressed as

Tr [COA,HTR(STCLH ®Cry)]
=Tr [(S ® IM)T(C,,H X Cr_’H)C()’HTR]

= vec(S®Iy) " vec(Cr)
= vec(Cr)TEs, (32)
where Cr 2 (Ct g @ Cpi)Co,u'Tg. To obtain (32), we use
Tr(ATB) = vec(A)" vec(B). (33)
The source power constraint in (29) can be rewritten as
Tr(S;S8H) = Tr(E;SS7), (34)

where E; 2 Blkdiag(Iy, , Oy ,) and E, 2 Blkdiag(Oy, v, . In,).
Based on the property that Tr(ABCD) = vec(D")"(CT ®
A)vec(B), (34) can be further modified as

Tr(S;8F) = s (I E))s. (35)
According to (30), (32), and (35), the optimization problem in
(29) can be transformed into

min s"E? (T CoyTr ® C},) Es — 2R (vec(Cr)" Es)

st. sT(IQE)s<t, i=1,2. (36)
Since both E# (T¥ Tk ® CI))E and I® E; are positive semidefi-
nite matrices, we conclude that the optimization problem in (36)

is a convex QCQP problem, which can be easily solved by ap-
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plying the available software package. In summary, we outline
the proposed iterative training design algorithm as follows:

Algorithm 1

o Initialize S, S»
* Repeat

— Update the LMMSE estimator matrix T using (18)
for fixed S; and Sy;

— For a fixed Tg, solve the convex QCQP problem in
(36) to get the optimal S| and Sy;

e Until The difference between the MSE from one itera-
tion to another is smaller than a certain predetermined
threshold.

Theorem 1: The proposed iterative precoding design in
Algorithm 1 is convergent and the limit point of the iteration
is a stationary point of (27).

Proof: We first prove that Algorithm 1 is convergent. To
this end, we show that the sequence of the updates of the
value of the objective function in (27) is convergent. Let us
denote the value of the objective function in (27) by MSE
and define S 2 [ST,ST)7 as in (15). We also denote T\ and
S as the n-th updates of Tg and S, respectively. MSE®*1)
is used to represent the value of the (2n — 1)-th update of
MSE when Tg = T and S = S~1). Similarly, MSE®
indicates the value of the 2n-th update of MSE when Tg = Tgl)
and S = S Consider that the solutions of Tg and S from
subproblems (28) and (29), respectively, are optimal. For each
update of Tk or S, the value of MSE always decreases, i.e.,
MSE™ < MSE"~1)_ This further indicates that the sequence
{MSE(’”}; | decreases monotonically. Moreover, as the value
of MSE is lower bounded (at least by zero), it can be concluded
that the sequence {MSE("> ~_, 1s convergent based on the

n=

monotone convergence theorem in [26], i.e., for an arbitrary
€, we can always find an N such that |MSE(”) — MSE(’”)| <e
whenn >m > N.

Now we prove the convergence of the sequences {Tg‘) ol
and {S("}> . We first prove the convergence of {S"}=
by showing lim, ,..S" — 8= = X — 0 using a
contradiction. Assume X # 0 with n — o, we then have
IMSE®~1) ~ MSE®")| = Tx[(X)T C; 4y @ Cp) " T " CHy +
ConTy (X Coip ® Cppt) + ConTy (SWZuSY @
Z) T Cop T (S0-1TZ, yS0-1" & Z,,)TWH)|,
which can not approach zero even as n — co. This contradicts
the result that the sequence {MSE<”)}‘;"=1 is convergent. This
implies that the sequence {S<”)}:=1 is convergent. Repeating
the same argument, we can also prove the convergence of
the sequence {Tg') ~_1- As a convergent sequence always
has a unique limit point, we, thus, obtain that the sequences
{Tl(en)};:1 and {S")}*_, always have limit points, which are
denoted by Tg and S = [ST,ST17, respectively.
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We now prove that the limit point is a stationary point of
(27). To proceed, we denote Y = {T,S1,S,}. Since at the
limit point Y, T is the local minimizer of subproblem (28),
which implies that Ty satisfies the following Karush-Kuhn-
Tucker (KKT) condition [25]

ae‘R(Sl 3 Sz)

aTR |TR=TR - 03 (37
where eR(Sl,Sz) denotes the function eg with S; and S, being
evaluated at S; and S,, respectively. Similarly, S;, fori = 1,2,
is the local minimizer of subproblem (29), which satisfies the
following KKT conditions

der(T
%iie)lsi=si:0’
A (Te(SSP) —v) =0, i=1.2 (38)

where A, is the Lagrangian multiplier associated with the source
power constraints. By summing up the KKT conditions given
in (37) and (38), it can be concluded that the limit point Y
satisfies the KKT conditions of the primal problem in (27),
which further means that Y is a stationary point of (27).

To this point, it is shown that the joint source training design
can be solved via Algorithm 1. In the following, we illustrate
that for some special cases, the optimal solution of (25) can be
obtained in closed-form.

A. When Kr,R = Zr,H

We first consider the case with K.z = Z, . This case is
applicable in the scenario where the disturbance is dominated
by the interference from neighboring users as shown in [21].
Accordingly, the LMMSE estimator given in (18) can be rewrit-
ten as

Tk = [C/'yS* ® Cly]

% [$TCuClyS* © €y Clhy + Ky !

@ [chys e ch,]

[(STC,HC S+ Ky) ' 9Z,]

=Tr1 ® Cr_,H’ (39

where Tg | = C S*(STCIHC S* +KqR) and in obtain-
ing Eq. (a), we have used the fact Kr = K,g @ Kpg =
Kyr ® Z;p. The new form of Tr in (39) further leads
to THCO 1Tk = (Tr1 @ C )" (CHyCryp @ CHyCrpy) (T @
C ) TglC CIHTR1®IM,and
H
Tr [Co #TR (STC i @ Crir) (STCr i @ Crp) Tﬂ
=Tr [(S"C/ uC/yS* ® CuClly)
(TR 1Ct HCt.HTR,l & IM)}

Uiz, ,H)Tr [S7C €l S™TH (€1 C T |

b)

= Tr(Z.n) 2 Tr (S Zin,S; TR 1€y CruTr 1) -
i=1

—

(40)
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In (40), Eq. (a) is obtained with Tr(A ® B) = Tr(A)Tr(B),
and Eq. (b) is derived based on the fact that C;y is a
block diagonal matrix as shown in (15). In addition, the term
Tr[C(),HTR(STCt’H ® C,.p)] can be reexpressed as

Tr [ConTr(S" Cir @ Cri)]

=Tr[(8"C,uClyCrnTr1) @ CruClly]

2
=Tr(Zrn) Y, Tr (S} Zie 1, Crp1, T 1 i) (41)
i=1

where Tg 11 A TRJ(I : Nl,i) and Tr > £ TR,](NI +1:N+
N,,:). Based on (40) and (41), (29) is equivalent to the follow-
ing optimization problem

min

2
ss 2 AT (ST Zy Si TR €y CrnTr 1)
1,92 i—=1

—Tr (STZtH, Cf~HiTRs1’i)

ZiuSi)}

s.t. Tr(S;8H) <v,i=1,2.

—Tr (TR 1 lC
(42)

Although the optimization in (42) is convex and can be con-
verted to a convex QCQP problem similar to (36). A closer
investigation shows that the optimization problem in (42) can
be more easily solved compared to (29). This follows from the
fact that the training matrices S| and S, are fully decoupled in
the objective function. As shown below, this specific condition
of the optimization in (42) allows us to find a closed-form
solution for this problem via the KKT conditions. Such a
approach significantly reduces the complexity of solving this
optimization problem compared to using the QCQP approach.
The Lagrangian function of (42) is first derived as

2
L= AT (S]ZuS; T 1Cl'yCruTr,1)

i=1
~Tr(S] Zy 1,Cr 1, Tr,13)—Tr (TR Clu 2, ST}

2

+ z i [TI'(S,'S{{) — ‘C,} ,

i=1

where A; is the Lagrangian multiplier associated with the power
constraint at the source ;. The KKT conditions for (42) can be
derived as follows [25]

oL
@ - (Tgl C{:IHCLHTR’]SITZLHi)T

— (T4 Lz ) +ASi=0, 43
Ai [TI‘(S,‘SI- ) - T,’] =0, (43b)
Tr(SSH) <v, i=1,2. (43¢)

Based on the KKT conditions shown in (43a) and by using (16),

the optimal s; 2 vec(S;) can be obtained as

si = [X,1 @ X2, + M| ! Xs3,i, (44)
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where X | ES Tgle_’HCt’HTRJ, X2, ES ZZT7H’_, and X3 ES
vec((TH l,inHiZﬁH;)T)' The optimal A; in (44) can be zero or
should be chosen to activate the power constraint in (43c). For
the case where A; # 0, the following lemma is introduced.
Lemma 2: The function g(A;) = Tr{S;S} = Tr{s;s/'}, with
s; defined above (44), monotonically decreases with respect to

Gys,3,i
T O, min,i-

Here, G uin,; denotes the smallest eigenvalue of X1 ® X, 5 ; and
Os3,i = ||Xs.,3.,i||%'

Proof: See Appendix B. |

By applying Lemma 2, the optimal A; that meets the con-

dition Tr{S;S} = 1; can be readily obtained via the bisection
search algorithm.

A; and the optimal A; is upper bounded by

B. When Kq,R = qIM

This scenario corresponds to the practical case, where the
disturbance consists of both the additive white Gaussian noise
and the temporally uncorrelated interference. Similar to the
derivations in Appendix A, the total MSE can be derived as

H_, _
€R =Tr |:C0,H (IM(Nl +N2) + (STCt,H ® Cr,H) KRl
—1
x (STCt,H ®Crp) ) }
1
=Tr {CO,H <1M(N1 )+ gcst*sTchH
H yo—1 -1
® Cr,HKr,R C'?H)

M -1
= z GrunTr {(anll —|—Ocns*ST) } 7

n=1

OrH.n
qsr,R',n
(25) can be rewritten as

M -1
min 2 Grynlr [(Zﬂb + OL,,S*ST) ]
Sis, & On ,

where o, = . Subsequently, the optimization problem in

st. Tr(ES*ST) <1, i=1,2 (45)
where E; is defined in (34). Although the optimization problem
in (45) is non-convex with respect to S;, it is noted that one
may optimize (45) with respect to the positive semidefinite
matrix S*S” instead of the training sequence S;. This approach
is preferable since in (45), the objective function and the

constraint both depend on S*S” and not S;. Hence, by defining
Qs A S*ST, the following equivalent problem can be obtained

M
min

-1
-
Jun 1('Sr_}a(?n'-[‘l‘ |:(Zt,H + OL,,Q5> :|

n=

st. Tr(EQs) <T, i=1,2. (46)
Note that although the mapping from S to Qg is a many-to-one
mapping, the optimal value of the objective function in (46)

is equal to the one in (45). Based on this fact, if we find the
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optimal solution of (46), which is denoted as Qs, we can always
obtain an Sy with Qg = §*S”, which is also the optimal solution
of (45).
Theorem 2: The optimization problem in (46) is convex with
respect to the positive semidefinite matrix Qs.
Proof: See Appendix C. |
Next, we further show that the optimization problem in (46)
can be solved by transforming it into a semidefinite program-
ming (SDP) problem. By introducing the variables X,, for n =
1,2,---,M, the problem in (46) can be rewritten in an equivalent
form as

M
min 6.1 Tr(X,)
QSE(LXn n=1
S.t. Tr(E[QS) <7t, i=1,2
-1
(Zh+@Qs) =Xuvn @D

By using the Schur complement, (47) can be further trans-
formed into the following SDP problem

min

M
GrraTr(X
Qs-0X, Z‘l ke Tr(X)

S.t. TI'(E,‘Qs) <71, i=1,2

Z;[; + OCnQS IN] +N>

=0, Vn
Iy +n, n

(48)

By solving the SDP problem in (48), the optimal solution to the
optimization problem in (46) can be obtained. However, this
numerical method of solving this optimization problem has a
relatively high computational complexity. As such, to obtain the
optimal structure of S; and gain a better understanding of the
optimization in (45), the following theorem is introduced.
Theorem 3: With Lg > Nj + N,, the optimal training se-
quence S; in (45) must satisfy the condition S{S7 = 0. In
addition, the optimal S; has a form of S; = Uy HiZsng . The
condition S{S? = 0 can be achieved by choosing Vy, and Vi,
such that Vg V;, = 0. Moreover, X, is a diagonal matrix where
[Zs;]mm = Os; m» and X, for i = 1,2, are obtained by solving the

following water-filling problem

Az/l“ (annH,nGz%H[,m =\ (49)
n=1 (

1+ 001,03, )

In (49), the optimal A; is nonnegative and should be selected to
satisfy 2%:1 Ggi,m =T
Proof: See Appendix D. |
Remark 1: The optimal A; in (49) can be found via
the bisection search algorithm and the optimal A; is
bounded by (0,min, 33", 0,640}y ,,). The upper limit
of this bound is obtained via the following relation-

2
. M (Xnor,H,nGt,Hgm M
ship A; = Z,,:1< ; <X

2
P P — a—— —1 0,0 (& <
1+(Xno-t,H,-,moA2‘i.m>2 n=1nOnHn I’Hi’m

: M 2
minyg, ¥~ | 0n.0rH 107 g, -
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V. TRAINING SEQUENCE DESIGN FOR BC PHASE

In this section, we intend to optimize the training sequence
Sk by minimizing the total estimation MSE at the two source
ends subject to the relay power constraint. According to the
MSE derived in (24), the corresponding problem can be for-
mulated as

2 H
min Y Tr [C(),Gi (I + (SkCr.c®Crg,)
St i3

XKFI (S£CZ,G & Cr.,Gi))il]

st. Tr(SgSH) < 1x. (50)
It is also worth noting that the training designs for point-to-
point systems in [17], [18] are not applicable to the scenario
under consideration here, since the training sequence at the
relay, Sg, needs to be optimized to enhance channel estimation
over both links that connect the relay to the sources nodes.
Prior to solving (50), let us first present the minimum training
sequence length required for channel estimation in the BC
phase.

Lemma 3: For arbitrary K, ;, i = 1,2, for the MSE at the
relay to tend to zero as the relay power tends to infinity, the
minimum length of the relay training sequence must be Lg =
M. Otherwise, when Lg < M, the total MSE is always lower
bounded by SM_, 6, Gm(ShL | 616+ Zn> 1 OrGyn)s With
O;.G,m being the m-th largest eigenvalue of Z, ; as the relay
power tends to infinity.

For K;; = ¢iI, i = 1,2 and with finite power at the
relay, the minimum length of the training sequence transmitted
from the relay must be r < M. It is important to note that
r denotes the optimal solution of Sz € CM¥*L& where Ly is an
arbitrary integer satisfying Lg > M in (50).

Proof: Since the proof is similar to the proof of Lemma 1,
it is omitted for brevity. |

In general, the optimization in (50) is non-convex. Hence,
as in Algorithm 1, we first propose an iterative approach to
optimize the design of the training sequence at the relay. To
this end, the MSE, i.e., ¢;, given in (24) is rewritten as

ej =E(Tr [Cog,(Wg, — Tiyi)(wg, — Tiy)])
=Tr|Co6, — (8] Cro® Cr) " THCH,
—CogTi (S,'TCLG ®Crg,) +CoTi
x (STCr6®Cr,) (ST Cro®Crg) T

+Co, TKT! ] . (51)

Since (22) and (24) are in equivalent form, the optimization
problem in (50) can be rewritten as
min
Ty, T2,Sg
s.t. Tr(SgSH) < 1x.

er+ep
(52)

In the first subproblem, for a given Sg, the optimal LMMSE
estimators T; and T, at the two source ends are obtained as
given in (23). Thus, we focus on solving the second subprob-
lem, where the relay training sequence is optimized for a fixed
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LMMSE estimator. Similar to (30) and (32), the MSE in (51) is
reexpressed as

ei =spEf! (T{'Coc,T;® Cl.;,) Eisr
— VeC(CT,G,.)TE,'SR — VCC(C?G,.)TE,‘S;;

+Tr(Co,6, TKTH) + Tr(Co,),

A A
where sg = vec(Sg), Cug = C,_(;CfG ® Cr.,G;Cf.IG,-s and

Crg, A (Cr.c®Crq,)Co.g,T;. In this case, E; is an N;Lg x MLg
matrix that is constructed as in (30). Accordingly, (52) can be
rewritten as

min s Agrsg —aksg — allsh
R

st silsp < 1z, (53)
where Ap EX zlgzlE{{(T,HCO,G,-Ti ® CzTr,G,-)Ei and ap EX
Elvec(Crg,) + Elvec(Cr,,). Note that different from the
source training design, (53) has only one power constraint.
Thus, its solution can be obtained via the KKT conditions
given by

ARSR — a;; + }MSR = 0,

k(SRIZISR — ’CR) :0,

SgSR —1Tr <0, (54)

where A is the Lagrangian multiplier associated with the relay

power constraint. The solution of (53) is obtained as

s = (Ag + A1) 'aj. (55)

In (55), if the solution sz with A = 0 violates the KKT

conditions given in (54), A should be chosen to meet sg SR = TR.
Consequently, we introduce the following lemma.

Lemma 4: The function g(A) = sisg, with sg defined in

(55), monotonically decreases with respect to A. Moreover, the
G:I;R — OR min with Oy R = a};a};
and OR i, denoting the smallest eigenvalue of Ag.
Proof: Since the proof is similar to that of Lemma 2, it is
omitted for brevity.
Using the above steps, the overall relay training design

algorithm can be summarized as follows:

optimal A is upper-bounded by

Algorithm 2

e Initialize Sg
* Repeat

— Update the LMMSE estimator matrix T;, fori= 1,2,
using (23) for a fixed Sg;

— Update the training signal Sg using (55) for a fixed
T;, fori=1,2;

e Until The difference between the MSE from one itera-
tion to another is smaller than a certain predetermined
threshold.
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Note that the convergence property proven for Algorithm 1
also applies to Algorithm 2. Although for the general case the
solution of Sg can only be obtained via an iterative approach,
it is shown that for some special cases, the optimal training
sequence Sk can be found in closed-form.

A. When Kqﬁ,i = q,'I

In this subsection, we consider that the temporal covariance
matrix, K, ;, is a scalar multiple of the identity matrix. This
scenario corresponds to the practical case, where the distur-
bance consists of both the additive white Gaussian noise and
the temporally uncorrelated interference. Using similar steps as
in Appendix A, we rewrite the MSE in (24) as

N,' -1
e
n=1

Ni ~ -1
X [(Z,jg; +BinSiSh) ]
n=1

where B;, = TrGin \with d,in being the n-th eigenvalue of K, ;

8ni,n

as defined in (14), and B;,, = Bi . /qi» for i = 1,2. Then, (50) can
be further simplified as

Ny
min
Sgr

~ -1
Gr.Gya T [(Z,& +BraSkSh) ]
1

n—=

Np 5 1
+ 2 Gr,Gg,nTr |:(Zlé + BZHSZS£> ]

n=1

s.t. Tr(SgSH) < 1, (56)

The optimal solution of (56) is given in the following lemma.
Lemma 5: The optimal Sg in (56) is of the form

Sk = U/ 6Zsr Vi, (57)
where Z; r is a positive real diagonal matrix with [Zsg],, =
Os.rn» Usg 1s the eigenvector matrix of Z; g, and Vg is an
arbitrary unitary matrix. The eigenvalues of Z; g corresponding
to the eigenvector matrix Uy g are arranged in the same order as
the diagonal elements of X . The optimal X  can be obtained
from

R 2
0l GKGIAHBL"GLG,m

n=1 (1 + Bl,n(st,G,m(ss,R?m)2

R 2
M OrGan BzanGtAG,m

n=1 (1 + BZ,nGt,G,mGs,R,m)

S, (58)

where A€ (0,maXm{Zﬁll(Gr,cl,nsl.,nﬁtz,(;’m +
GV-,GL"BZWGI%G,m)}) can be found via the bisection search
to meet the relay’s power constraint.

Proof: The expression of MSE, i.e., ¢;, fori = 1,2, in (56)
contains a term Tr[(Z, &+ BinSESE)™']. If the eigenvalues of

Z, G and SjS} are arranged in the same order, we have [27]

MZ; 5) +MPBinSESE) < MZ, &+ PBinSiSR).  (59)
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Denote by SiSE = Us.,RZi RU{T{R the EVD of S}SE. Since
function Tr(A~") is a schur convex function with respect to the
eigenvalues of A[18], based on (59), we see that the minimum
value can be reached if Uy g = U, ¢ and the eigenvalues of Z, ¢,
i.e., 0:,G,1,0:,G2, ", 01,GM, are arranged in the same order with
diagonal elements of X, i.€., Osg1,05R2, ", Osr.M- With
the structure of training sequence given in (57), the original
optimization problem in (56) is reduced to the following power
allocation problem
min MM (fr,Gl 101,G,m
STV T —— S Bl,nGt.G,mGs,R,m
N M
+2 X

n=1m=1 1+ BQ,HGI,G,mGs,R,m

Gr,Gz,no-t.G,m

M
S.t. Z Os.Rm <1Tr

m=1

(60)

The Lagrangian function of (60) can be written as
N M Or,Gy ,nO1,G,m Ny M Or1,G, nO1,G,m

L: ! o —= 1 kit - 2 k)

2”:1 m=1 1+Bl.n(51AGAmGs-,R>m ZHZI m=1 1+Bz:"6f~Gv”’GS»R«m

MM Gsrm — Tr),» where A is Lagrangian multiplier
associated with the power constraint given in (60). Based on
the KKT conditions, we obtain (58). Then, by setting 65 g, =0
for Vm, we obtain the range of A as shown in Lemma 2.

B. WhenZ; = al

This case corresponds to a scenario, where the relay antennas
are far enough from one to another such that they are spatially
uncorrelated. In this case, the corresponding training design
problem can be formulated as

min
Sr

M ~ n xyp—1aT -1
2. 66y Tr l:(I"_Bl-nSRKq,lSR) }
n=1

v ] 167\ 7!
+Y GrgouTr [(I—k B2.SiK, 1S%) }

n=1

s.t. Tr(SES}) < 1, 61)
where &6, , = ac,G, », and B, = aP;, for i = 1,2. In general,
the optimization problem in (61) is non-convex with respect
to Sg. However, when the relay power is large enough, we
approximately use the minimum training sequence length in the
case of an infinite relay power derived in Lemma 3, i.e., Lg =M.
Then, (61) is equivalent to the following problem

M B -1
min Y G, Tr [(I+ B1SkSiK, 1) }
R n=1
N _ _ T 1 -1
+ GGy IT |:(I + BZ,V!SR S;K;Z) :l
=1

n

s.t. Tr(SESy) < 1. (62)

In obtaining (62) from (61), we have used the identity Tr([I+
AB]™!) = Tr([I+BA] ") 4+m —n, where A and B are m x n and
n X m matrices, respectively, [28]. Similar to Section IV-B, it is
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observed that in (62), we can directly optimize the matrix S5Sj
instead of Sg by solving the following optimization

Ny -1
) - 3 -1/2 -1/2
621;10 ngl GG, Tr [(I + Bl,anAl QRKq,l ) }

Ny _ _ _ -1
+ . 6.6,aTr [(I +B 2’”Kqé/2QRané/2> }

n=1

s.t.  Tr(Qg) < g, (63)

where Qg 2 SES5. By using similar steps as that in Theorem 2,

it can be shown that (63) is convex and it can be readily solved
via the following SDP problem

M
Z 616, JlTr(Xn) + 6rﬁGZv"Tr(Y")
n=1

min
QREO-,anYn
s.t. Tr(Qr) < 1r
_ —-1/2 -1/2
I+B1’an71 QRK%] I - 07Vn
I Xn] —
= —-1/2 —1/2
I+B2,K,, " QrK, L 0,vn
I Yol ™

VI. SIMULATION RESULTS

In this section, we present simulation results to verify
the performance of the proposed training design algo-
rithms. The total normalizeq MSE (NMSE), defined as ei-
ther mziz:] E{||H; — Hi[|7} or mziz:l E{Gi -
G|}, is utilized to illustrate the performance of the proposed
algorithms. In all simulations, the channel covariance matrices
are assumed to have the following structures

(Z: plnm =26J0(dr pln—m|),b € {H,H>, G},
[Zrb]n,m :Zr,hJO(dr,b n—m\)7b S {Ha G17G2}7

)

where Jo(-) is the zeroth-order Bessel function of the first
kind, d;; and d,; are proportional to the carrier frequency
and the antenna separation vectors at the transmitter and the
receiver, respectively [17]. Moreover, the scalars z; 5 and z,., are
normalization factors such that Tr(Z, g,) = N;, Te(Z,.g) = M,
Tr(Z:g) = M and Tr(Z,c,) = N;. The temporal covariance
matrix of the disturbance is assumed to be modeled via a first
order autoregressive (AR) filter, i.e., AR(1), that is denoted

by [Kgblnm = Lyskgsnly,™ for b € {1,2,R} [17]. Here, the
scalar k,; is a normalization factor similar to the ones used
in Z;;, and Z,,. Moreover, I, indicates the strength of the
interference from the nearby users. Following the approach in
[18], it is assumed that the received spatial covariance matrix of
the disturbance, K5, shares the same eigenvalue vectors with
Z,) but with different eigenvalues. For simplicity, the length
of the source and relay training sequences are assumed to be
Ls = N1 + N, and Lg = M, respectively. The sum power at the
two sources are assumed to be T + T» = 2P. If not specified
otherwise, we assume that N; = N» = M = 3. Furthermore, the
system parameters for the MAC phase are set to: d; i, = 1.5,
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Fig. 2. Convergence behaviors of the proposed iterative designs. (a) MAC
phase; (b) BC phase.

dig, =1.8,d,6=13,Myr =0.9 and [, g = 1, while for the
BC phase, we choose d;g = 1.9, d.g, = 1.95, d.;, = 0.3,
Ng1=09,Mg2=-09%and [, =1, = 1.

In Fig. 2, the convergence behaviors of Algorithms 1 and 2
for different SNRs are shown in subfigures (a) and (b), respec-
tively. It is illustrated that in general, the proposed iterative
algorithms converge very quickly and at most 60 iterations
are required for them to converge. These results also indicate
that as the SNR increases more iterations are needed for the
proposed algorithms to converge. In Figs. (3a) and (3b), the
convergence of the proposed algorithms are verified for differ-
ent sets of initializations. In this setup, “Random-1" indicates
that a random initial point is selected, “Random-N"’ implies
that N random initial points are tested but the one with the
best performance is selected, and “Identity” indicates that S =
Blkdiag(aly,,bly,) and Sg = cIy, where a, b, and c are used
to satisfy the source and relay power constraints. The results
in Figs. (3a) and (3b) indicate that for various SNR values, the
proposed iterative training design algorithms are not sensitive
to the selected initial point. Furthermore, it is observed that
the initialization process denoted by “Identity” performs well
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Fig. 3. Optimality for the proposed iterative designs with different initiations.

(a) MAC phase. (b) BC phase.

as an initial point and can approach the initialization scenario
denoted by “Random-10". Hence, in the following, if not state
otherwise, the “Identity” initial point is used.

In Fig. 4, we compare the total NMSE of the proposed
iterative training design algorithm with that of [18], which is
intended for point-to-point systems. To make this comparison
possible, for the training sequence design in the MAC phase,
it is assumed that two source nodes transmit their training
sequences in two orthogonal time intervals, i.e., s1(¢) with t €
[1,2,---,Ni] and s»(¢) with t € [Ny + 1,N; +2,---,N; +N>]. In
the BC phase, the training sequence, Sg is designed according
to the channel from the relay to the source S;. The plots in
Figs. (4a) and (4b) illustrate that compared to the approach
in [18], the proposed training design can significantly improve
the accuracy of channel estimation in TWR systems. This gain
is even more pronounced when the two source nodes operate
at different transmit power levels during the MAC phase and
when the strengths of the disturbances at the two source ends
are asymmetric, i.e., I, | # I > during the BC phase. This can
be mainly attributed to the fact that the proposed training design
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Fig. 4. Performance comparison with the existing design. (a) MAC phase.
(b) BC phase.

algorithm, i.e., Algorithm I, takes into account the temporal
correlation of the disturbance at the relay node in the MAC
phase, while ensuring that the training sequences transmitted
from the relay node simultaneously match the channels corre-
sponding to relay-to-source links during the BC phase.

In Fig. 5, the performance of the proposed training sequence
design algorithms and channel estimators in the MAC phase for
K, r = gly is demonstrated. Three training sequence design
approaches are taken into consideration: 1) The iterative design
based on Algorithm I; 2) The SDP design based on (48);
and 3) The SVD design based on Theorem 1. As shown in
Theorem 3, in this case, the optimization problem for finding the
optimal training sequences is convex. Hence, it is well-known
that both the SDP and the SVD design schemes can achieve
optimal channel estimation performance. This outcome is also
verified by the results in Fig. 5. However, it is interesting to note
that the proposed iterative algorithm denoted by Algorithm 1
can also achieve optimal performance, which further verifies
its effectiveness for designing the training sequences in the
MAC phase.
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Fig. 5. Total NMSE of channel estimation during the MAC phase with
Kq.R = qIM .
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Fig. 6. Total NMSE of channel estimation during the BC phase with K, | =
q1ly, and K2 = g2y, .

Figs. 6 and 7 present the channel estimation performance for
the special cases presented in Sections V-A and V-B during the
BC phase. More specifically, in Fig. 6, the plot with the legend
“SVD design” refers to the results in Lemma 5. The results in
Fig. 6 show that the proposed iterative design algorithm closely
matches the optimal performance obtained in the proposed
“SVD design” method. Moreover, the optimality of Algorithm 2
is further verified via the results in Fig. 7. In this setup we
consider the special case presented in Section V-B. Note that
since the proposed “SDP design” in Section V-B is optimal, we
conclude that the iterative design in Fig. 7 can approach the
optimal solution in this special case.

VII. CONCLUSION

In this paper, the problem of channel estimation in MIMO
TWR systems was analyzed. Unlike prior work in this field,
the impact of the interference from neighboring devices and
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Fig. 7. Total NMSE of channel estimation during the BC phase with
Ci¢g =aly.

the effect of antenna correlations on the design of training
sequences and channel estimation performance were taken into
consideration. To obtain the channel parameters corresponding
to each individual link, we have proposed to carry out the
channel estimation process in two phases: the BC phase and
the MAC phase. Next, the optimal LMMSE channel estimators
for both phases were derived and the corresponding training
sequence design problems for both phases were formulated.
Subsequently, to ensure accurate channel estimation in TWR
systems, the minimum required length of the training sequences
were also analyzed. Since the resulting optimization problems
were non-convex in their general form, specific transformations
were used to obtain near optimal iterative algorithms for the
design of the training sequences. Further analysis showed that
the optimal structures of the training sequences can be ob-
tained in closed-form when the channel or the noise temporal
covariance matrices have special structures. Simulation results
show that the proposed training sequence design algorithms
can significantly enhance channel estimation performance
in TWR systems.

APPENDIX A
PROOF OF LEMMA 1

To prove Lemma I, we first rewrite (20) into the following
form

-1
er =Tr [(z,f‘, DL+ K ®S*K;}e57) }

M —1
=Y 6uaTr {(Z;}, + BRWS*K;}QST) } . (A

n=1

?‘—:’”. To obtain (A.1), we have used the
r.R.n

rules (A®B)~! = A”' @ B! and (31). Since S*K_}ST €

CWi+N)x(N+N2) 1o achieve an arbitrary small total MSE with
infinite source powers, we must design a training sequence

where Bg, 2
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S achieving a full rank S*K_IST, which implies that the
minimum length of S; must satlsfy Ly > Nj + Ns. Otherwise,
based on the fact Rank(AB) < min{Rank(A),Rank(B)}, we
must have Rank(S*K’}QST) < Lg < N1 +N,. Let us consider

the case where S*K oR ! ST has a maximum rank of g (which will
lead to the MSE lower bound as shown below). In this case, the
MSE in (A.1) can be lower bounded by

M
eRZZGr,H,n
n=1
Ly 1 Ni+N,
x| > — + Y Ouum|, (A2
Y m T BRAN
m=1 Gt,H,m R.n/MSKm m=Lg+1

where Agk , is the m-th element of X(S*Kq_l ST). Moreover, the
eigenvlaues in {G; g } and {Ask ,, } are assumed to be arranged
in a decreasing order, respectively. To obtain (A.2), we have use
the fact that the function Tr(A~') is a schur convex function
with respect to the eigenvalues of A and the following result
from [27] 7»(;}11) + k(S*K;}QST) < MZ A+ S*K;}QST). When
the source power tends to infinity, the term Y *_; m
in (A.2) approaches zero. Thus, eg in (A.2) is lower bounded by
M Ni+N,
anl OrH n Zm:LS—H O1,H,m-
If K, g = gL, the total MSE in (A.1) can be written as

M - -1
er="Y Gpp,Tr [(Zh,', n BR,HS*ST) } : (A3)
n=1

where [~3R7n EX Br.n/q. With a finite power at the source, it is
assumed that the optimal solution of S| and S in (25) results
in the optimal S, denoted by S, to have a rank of r < N| + No.
By using the SVD decomposition, the optimal S can be decom-
posed to S= USZSVg , where Ug and Vg are matrices of size
(N1 +N2) x rand Lg x r, respectively, with U¥Ug =1, VE V¢ =
I,; Zs is an r x r diagonal singular-value matrix. The optimal S;
and S, can be denoted as S| = US_VIZSVIS{ and S, = USQZSV? s

where U 2 Ug(1: Ny,:) and Ugy 2 Us(Ny +1: Ny + N, 0).
Subsequently, a new S given by S = UgZs, can be obtained
that achieves an equal total MSE as that of S, however, with
a shorter training sequence length of Lg = r. Furthermore, the
new S; = Us,1Zs and S, = Us g require the same power at
the sources nodes compared to S; and S;. This completes the
proof of Lemma 1.

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF LEMMA 2

By taking the gradient of g(X;), we can easily verify that
g(A;) decreases with A;}. Next, we mainly focus on deriving
the upper bound of A;. The source power constraint can be re-
written as

TI‘(S,‘SZ')H =Tr [(X&l ® XS’27,' + 7\,,‘1)72X5737,'X§{3’i]
Os,3,i

- (Gs,min,i + 7“[)2 ’ (Bl)

2697

where O min; and 0,3, are defined in Lemma 2. In (B.1),
the inequality is obtained based on the identity Tr(AB) <
204,08, [29]. Here, 64, and op; are the eigenvalues of
the n x n matrices A and B, respectively, {G4.1,042, -*,Can}
and {0Gp 1,02, --,0p,} are arranged in the same order, and
the equality is achieved when A and B are diagonal matri-

O3 . . .
ces. Hence we have ﬁ > 1;, which further implies
§.min,; 1

GA?!

A<

Gs,minfi‘

APPENDIX C
PROOF OF THEOREM 2

In (46), the feasible set established by the power constraints
is convex since the function Tr(E;Qy) is linear [25]. To prove
the convexity of (46), it is sufficient to show that the objective
function is convex Without loss of generality, we denote that
f(Qs) =Tr[(Z, }; +0,Qs)~"]. Using the fact that a function is
convex if and only if it is convex when restricted to any line that
intersects its domain [25], we can prove the convexity of f(Qs)
by restricting it to an arbitrary line that intersects the domain
SY, i.e., prove the convexity of g(t) = Tr[(Z,_J}I + o, ((1 —
1)Qs,1 +1Qf,)) '] with respect to  where t > 0, Qg1 and Qj ,
are two arbitrary given elements in S’X. Considering that g(r) =

Tr((Z; ;+ 0t (Qs.1+1(Q5, —Qs.1))) '] with Q5 , —Qs.1 €SV,
itis equivalent to prove g(t) = Tr[(Z;,li + 06, (Qs,1 +1Qs2))) ]
with Qs € SV is convex with respect to ¢. To this end, we first

have dfl(tt) = —Tr(OLn(Z;J}, +0,(Qs1 + le_yz))_zQS’Q). Based

on that, we can further reach
d*g(1)
dr?

i)
=202Tr ((Z,fl] +0,(Qs.1 +IQS,2)) Qs

—1 -1
X (Zt,H + 06, (Qs.1 -HQS,Z)) Qs,z)

>0. (C.1)

To obtain (C.1), we use the fact that (Zt_lg + 0,(Qs,1 +

tQs2)) % and Qg,g(Zt__]li +0,(Qs.1 +tQS,2))_1QS72 are positive
semidefinite matrices. Hence, we conclude that the function
f(Qy) is convex with respect to the positive semidefinite matrix
Qs, which further implies that the objective function in (46) is
convex since the sum of multiple convex functions is a still a

convex function.

APPENDIX D
PROOF OF THEOREM 3

For  notation
7 g,l + ,S*ST
[Z,H + o, S7ST

convenience, we define Dy
and let Dy = Z7; + (x,,S*ST =
OLnS*Sg A D,
0,S5S] Z 4, +0€n5252] B {DZ }
According to the matrix ~inverse identity, we have

Ap B
-1 0 0 —1 —
DO = |:C0 D():| N where A() = (Dl — D€]D3 Dz) 1,

By = -D;'DY¥(D; — DD 'DY)"!, Cy = —D;'Dy(D; —
DgID;]Dz)_l, and Dy = (D3 — DszlDIZ'I)_l. Subsequently,
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we obtain that Tr(Dy ') = Tr[(D; — DD 'Dy) 1] + Tr[(D; —
D,D; 'DY)~!]. Since DYD;'D, = 0 and D,D; 'D¥ = 0, the
inequalities D; — DYD; 'D, < Dy and D; — D,D;'D¥ < D;
hold, which further implies that

(D, —DYD;'D,) ' =Dy,

(D;—D,D;'DY) ! =Dy, (D.1)
where in obtaining the above, we have used the fact that the
matrices Dy, D3, D; — D¥D;'D, and D3 — D,D; 'DY are
positive semidefinite. From (D.1), we have

Tr [(Dy - DED; D) | =Tr (D).

Tr|(D: DD 'DY) =T (D5). (D2)
Hence, if D, = 0, ie., S;SIT = 0, the value of the objective
function in (45) can be always reduced.

Next, we show that for any S; and S,, letting S;SIT =0
does not increase the need for power at the source nodes.
Since in (45), the value of the objective function and the power
constraints are only affected by S;S7 and S5ST, the optimal S,
and S,, denoted by S| and S5, can be determined as

Si - Ul,sizsivg7 l = 1’2 (D3)

where V, can be any matrix satisfying Vg V,; =L It is worth
noting that as Lg > N + N, one can always find a specific Vy,
and Vj, such that

Vi'v,, =0, (D.4)
which further results in S;ST = 0. In this case, we do not change
the value of S;S! and the power constraint, while decrease
the value of the objective function according to (D.2). This
indicates that the condition S{S? = 0 is sufficient and necessary
for obtaining the optimal solution of (45).

It is noticed that the orthogonal training sequences have also
been proven to be optimal for the cascaded channel estimation
in two-way relaying system in [15] and [16]. Here, we show
that similar results hold for individual channel estimation. With
the optimal condition S{S? = 0, the optimization problem in
(45) can be decomposed into two subproblems given by

i

M ~1
min 26,7H,nTr[(ZL,;i+ocnS,-*SiT) }
n=1

st. Te(SiST)y <, i=1,2 (D.5)
Based on the results derived for point-to-point MIMO systems
[18], we obtain that the unitary matrix U, given in (D.3)
should be of the form U, = Uy, and V;, should satisfy
(D.4). Then, solving (D.5) just reduces to solving the a power
allocation problem with the optimal Gy, ,, being obtained via the

water-filling problem in (49).
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